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Survey receives 100
responses from stakeholders

Crisis response canine and handler
sign on to help county’s first responders

Comfort in a crisis

Lisa Ingebrand
LRnews@frontiernet.net

Bodie, a three-year-old yellow labrador, now works for
Le Sueur County.
He even has the badge to
prove it.
“He’s a trained crisis response canine,” explained
Bodie’s handler, Dan Guarrero of Waterville. “Bodie and I
are a team. Together, we volunteer to help first responders
process especially traumatic
incidents.”
Guarrero and Bodie are the
newest members of the county’s Critical Incident Stress
Management (CISM) Team, a
group of volunteers dedicated
to providing immediate mental
health services to firefighters,
members of law enforcement,
and emergency medical workers. They join Father George
Grafsky and retired Sgt. Dave
Struckman, who have done
this kind of work for many
years.
Other members of the
CISM Team include: Le Sueur
County social workers Amber
Atherton and Audrey Krenik,
Public Health Director Megan
Kirby, Mental Health Supervisor Pat Rentz, Emergency
Management Deputy Director
Tammy Stewig, and Emergency Management Director Ann
Traxler.
“Our goal is to help those
who help others,” Guarrero
explained. “A first responder’s
job is far from easy. They see
and have to do stuff while on
the job that some of us can’t
even imagine… And, it can

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

take a toll on them and their
families.”
When an especially traumatic event occurs in the
county, the CISM Team is
mobilized.
“We are on call 24/7, and
try our best to get to the fire
hall—or wherever we are
needed—before the first responders even get back from
the call,” Guarrero explained.
“Being there immediately
following the incident and
helping our first responders
process—talk through what
they’ve seen and had to do—
is important.”
Guarrero speaks from experience.
For the last year and a half,
he served as a chaplain for
San Diego, California’s Fire
Department.
“Due to population sizes,
San Diego’s first
responders
respond to more incidents than what
we have here in
Le Sueur County,
but for the most
part, what the first
responders do and
see—and what they
are left to mentally
deal with—are the
same,” he explained.
“And, the importance
of defusing that stress
and those intense
feelings and emotions
is the same.”
Following an especially bad call, Guarrero gathers first reComfort to 2
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Bodie, a trained crisis response canine, and Dan
Guarrero of Waterville volunteer their time and talents to help first responders in Le Sueur County
process traumatic incidents. Guarrero previously served as chaplain for
San Diego, California’s
Fire Department.

City of Elysian requests state funding
for treatment plant
Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

Twice during the last
month, Elysian city officials
have met with state officials
requesting funds to help the
city build a new water treatment facility.
With radium and manganese levels in the well water
exceeding limits set by the
federal drinking water standards (MN Department of
Health), the city has begun
looking at ways to treat the
community drinking water.
But to do so, there is a hefty
price to pay. This is where the
meetings with the Senate Capital Investment Committee
have become very important
in letting the state government
know of the ongoing need,
which can not be feasibly paid
for by the city residents alone.
The total project would be
close to $7 million, with the
city asking for approximately $3.5 million from the state
bonding bill.
Mayor Tom McBroom gave
a presentation at Minnesota State University, Mankato
Oct. 20 State Representatives
on the Funding Committee.
The Senate Capital Investment Committee came to Elysian Tuesday, Nov. 16 to hear
from city officials, including
the city engineering firm Short
Elliot Hendrickson (SEH).

Submitted Photo

Elysian Mayor Tom McBroom, Senator Julie Rosen, and
Elysian City Administrator Lorri Kopischke stopped for a
quick picture before the Senate Capitol Investment Committee continued their tour Tuesday, Nov. 16. Rosen will be
presenting a bill for the city asking for approximately $3.5
million to help fund a new water treatment plant.
“It’s a big pill to swallow,
but residents understand what
we need for safe drinking water,” Mayor McBroom said
to the Committee. “The only
way we can get there, short of
drinking bottled water all the
time, is this treatment plant.”
In a story in the Rochester
Post Bulletin, Chairman of
the Senate Committee Sen.
Thomas Bakk, R-Cook, told
a group in Wasioja Thursday,
Nov. 18, “We take this back
and create some buckets to
see how much we can spend
on education, economic development, roads and bridges,
and wastewater.”

Bakk told the Elysian group
that the state is set to receive
$680 million over the next
five years for water infrastructure due to a recently passed
federal infrastructure bill.
In order to pay for a project of this magnitude, the city
would use approximately $1.9
million in water infrastructure
funds, $1.6 million in city
rates, and the remaining $3.5
million in bonding bill funds.
Karen Cavett, a consultant
with SEH, said the water in
Elysian was fine but radium
levels have increased above
state standards in recent years.
She said this is something

which the city couldn’t have
predicted.
If the city was able to secure the money to build a new
water treatment plant, they
would be able to meet compliance standards of the Minnesota Department of Health
for the health and safety of
the population. it would also
allow them to use Well No. 3
which would provide a redundant water supply to the city.
“This is probably the most
important thing that the city
has to deal with right now,”
McBroom said. “We need to
take care of our citizens because we just don’t have the
right amount of drinking water to make it safe for them.”
McBroom said if the city
does not receive the money
from the state, they would
have to look at different alternatives for the city water. If
the city decided to go ahead
with the project without state
aid, water bills would more
than triple.
“If we get the bonding and
water grants, city residents
will see no change in their
bills,” McBroom said.
The City of Elysian, along
with dozens of other cities
and counties, will now have to
wait until the 2022 Legislative
Session starts back at the beginning of February to see if
their requests are granted.

ALL NEW!

OVER

200 RECLINERS
IN STOCK

“Shop the
WISE WAY”

starting at

$349

106 Ferry St., Le Sueur, MN

507-665-2238
Fax: 507-665-3789

ELECTRIC FIREPLACES
Many Cabinet Styles
to choose from!

CLOCKS
and
LAMPS

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Thurs. 8-7,
Sat. 9-4, Sun. Closed
~ Anytime by appointment ~

APPLIANCES
BEDROOMS
Financing Available!
*12 mos., no interest,
see store for details.

The WEM Superintendent Survey was well responded to by
local residents. More than 130 residents took part in the survey
which had results accumulated a couple of weeks ago.
The first portion of the survey dealt specifically with the superintendent position. The second part included a number of
open ended survey questions about not only the superintendent
search, but also about the school district as a whole.
The responses to these questions were anonymous and 100
of the 136 total respondents answered the questions. Minnesota
School Board Association (MSBA) representatives grouped the
answers into themes. Here are some of the responses:
What are some of the good things taking place in WEM Public Schools today?
• WEM has a capable, collaborative staff that goes above and
beyond for each student in the school district (42 related responses).
• The WEM communities are excited about the ongoing
building improvements and how they will impact the students
(31 related responses).
• The WEM communities appreciate the extra and co-curricular programming afforded to the students at the district (23
related responses).
• WEM has an accepting “small town” atmosphere full of
school pride (21 related responses).
What challenges do you see for our district over the next five
years?
• WEM stakeholders are concerned about the recent fluctuations in enrollment and how it will affect the district (58 related
responses). Specific responses included stop declining enrollment, bring more families with school age children into the
district, and the need for a new school to maintain and attract
community families.
• Stakeholders understand the school district is having trouble
recruiting and retaining quality teachers (43 related responses).
Specific responses included maintain the present staff to create
a strong staff, there is a revolving door of new teachers that we
don’t retain, and add money to the teacher salary schedule to
attract teachers and to maintain the good ones we have.
* The WEM community is concerned about the financial
health of the district (24 related responses).
• While the WEM communities are excited about renovations happening in the district, they are concerned these improvements are not enough (23 related responses).
What does the new superintendent need to know about the
history and politics of the school district and community to be
successful?
• WEM stakeholders want the next superintendent to know
they are made of three small, close-knit but distinct communities. The superintendent needs to get to know each town and
appreciate them equally (46 related responses).
• The WEM stakeholders want the next superintendent to improve the communication and engage with the community (16
related responses).
Survey to 2

Elysian’s Small
Business Saturday
tradition returns
Lisa Ingebrand
LRnews@frontiernet.net

After a year’s hiatus due to
COVID, the Elysian Chamber is once again hosting
a Small Business Saturday
event this Saturday, Nov. 27
from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

The local, holiday shopping tradition began in 2016
with numerous owners of
brick-and-mortar businesses
welcoming local vendors and
crafters to set up booths in
their stores and restaurants.
These partnerships, according to Chamber member and
business owner Tasha Hering,
proved to be a winning combination for everyone—including shoppers.
“Shoppers can find a lot of
unique items and almost every
participating store has specials, raffles, or a prize drawing,” she stated. “The event
is also a good opportunity for
brick-and-mortar businesses to draw people into their
stores, and it’s good for the
crafters and vendors who otherwise wouldn’t have a place
to set up, show, and sell their
products… It’s really a win-

win for everyone.”
This year, the Elysian
American Legion is hosting five vendors. Speciality
booths will also be set up at
The Thirsty Beaver, Up Town
Cuts, Trailside Trims, The
Rusty Flamingo, the Elysian
Tourism Center, and Main
Street Venue (the former Lake
Area Clubhouse). In total,
more than 20 vendors and
small businesses are taking
part in the event. The Coop is
also participating.
“I think more and more people look forward to this event
every year,” Hering stated.
“Those who have shopped the
event before, tell others about
it, and invite their friends and
family along… It really is a
fun time.”
Even Santa Claus will be
part of this year’s one-day
holiday shopping extravaganza! The jolly ol’ elf will be at
Up Town Cuts from 10 a.m.
until 1 p.m. There is no charge
to visit with Santa. Families
can take their own photos.
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David Timothy Graff

David Graff, age 62 of
Lonsdale, passed away unexpectedly on Monday evening,
November 15, 2021, at the
Northfield Hospital.
David Timothy Graff was
born November 8, 1959, in
Litchfield, Minnesota, to Harvey and Vivian (Sperr) Graff.
He was raised in Willmar and
graduated from Willmar High
School in 1977. David attended Willmar Area VoTech
(now Ridgewater College) to
study Parts and Service Management. Following graduation he moved to Lonsdale
and began working at C. Lind
Ford in New Prague. On
March 21, 1980, David married Barbara Ann DuFrene in
Faribault. On December 26,
1980 they married under the
eyes of God at Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church
in Lonsdale. Dave worked
for a few years in Montgomery before accepting a job in
1988 as pressman at Shakopee Valley Printing. David remained with Shakopee Valley
until they closed in 2019. He
was currently employed with
Daiken Applied Manufacturing in Faribault.

David was an avid outdoorsman and conservationist
and went on various hunts and
fishing expeditions throughout North America. He was
caring, kind, a good teacher,
had a huge heart, and was
very involved with his children and grandchildren. He
will be greatly missed.
A memorial service was
held at 11:00 AM, Friday, November 19, 2021, at Trondhjem Lutheran Church in
Lonsdale. Visitation began
at 10:00 AM and a reception
followed.
Survivors include his
wife of 41 years, Barbara;
his children, Chad DuFrene
(Sovanna Sor) of Lonsdale,
Amy (Nathan) Keilen of New
Prague, Michelle (Brian)
Wheelock of Waterville; 11
grandchildren, Emily (Gene)
Pavinn, Nina, Alexis, Alexander, McKenzie, Landen, Madison, Karson, Ella and Chloe;
one
great-granddaughter,
Lillyan; his father, Harvey of
Litchfield; his brothers, Dan
(Elvira) of Colorado, Steve
(Renae) of Dassell; his mother-in-law, Mildred Fierst of
Lonsdale; his brother-in- law,
Joe Dufrene of Montgomery;
his sisters-in-law, Mildred
(Mike) Lisiecki of Wisconsin,
Robin (Andy) Kielty of Le
Center; and many nieces and
nephews. He was preceded
in death by his mother Vivian
and other family members.
Arrangements are with
the Benson & Langehough
Funeral
Home.
www.
northfieldfuneral.com

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY!

WEM School
Menu

Monday, November 29:
French Toast Sticks, Orange
Smiles, Bag of Carrots, Milk.
Chicken Noodle Hotdish or
Ham/Cheese Sandwich, Peas,
Chilled Fruit, Carrot/Celery
Sticks, Milk.
Tuesday, November 30:
Long Johns, Juice, Milk. Beef
Tacos, (Softshell, Cheese, Onions, Tomato, Lettuce, Corn,
Refried Beans), Applesauce,
Bread/Jelly, Milk.

Wednesday, December 1:
Cold or Hot Cereal, Toast,

Senior Dining
Menu

Juice, Milk. Tater Tot HotThe kitchen at The Village
dish or Cold Meat Sandwich, in Waterville will be delivMixed Vegetables, Chilled ering meals every day. The
congregate part of the meal
Peaches, Cookie, Milk.
program is not available until
Thursday, December 2: further notice, but pick-up/deEgg/Sausage Biscuit, Chilled livery continues.
Fruit, Milk. Mini Corndogs or
Monday, November 29:
Fish Sandwich, Celery/Carrots, Green Beans, Banana, Chicken Stir Fry, Brown Rice,
Oriental Vegetables, MandaMilk.
rin Oranges, Milk.
Friday, December 3: Mini
Tuesday, November 30:
Donuts, Juice, Apple, Milk.
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce,
Chicken Pattie/Bun or Ham Lettuce Salad w/Dressing,
Pattie/Bun, Glazed Carrots, Breadstick, Pineapple, CookChilled Pears, Milk.
ie, Milk.

Donations needed
for Animal
Supply Drive
Local Girl Scouts are collecting donations of pet supplies
to help Rescue 55021, a non-profit animal rescue organization based in Faribault.
The Animal Supply Drive is being organized by Waterville
Girl Scout Troop 27483 as part of the girls’ Christmas/Give
Back Donation activity.
Donations of the following animal-care items would be
greatly appreciated: cat litter, cat food (wet and dry), cat
treats, cat toys, scratching posts/toys, cat beds, litter scoops,
small heating pads, bowls, dog beds, dog treats, leashes, dog
toys, paper towels, Dawn dish soap, dryer sheets, laundry
detergent, mopping cleaning solutions, bleach, disinfectant
sprays, multi-surface cleaner, and disinfecting wipes.
Please bring the donations to Make It Waterville, at 103
South Third St., Waterville, by Monday, Dec. 6.

Comfort

Wednesday, December 1:
Creamy Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, Bread
w/Margarine, Warm Fruit
Crisp, Milk.

Thursday, December 2:
Pork Loin, Candied Yams,

Survey

Broccoli Florets, Bread w/
Margarine, Dessert, Milk.

Friday, December 3:
Meatloaf, Scalloped Potatoes,
Corn, Bread w/Margarine,
Dessert, Milk.
For home delivered meals,
call 507-362-8599 (leave
message) before noon for the
next day’s meal.
Full cost of meals is $8.55.
A donation of $5.00 to $8.55
will help us to meet our cost
to serve quality meals.
Older Adults (age 60+) and
their spouse have a right to a
meal based on their ability to
donate. EBT (SNAP Vouchers) accepted. For guests under 60 years of age, the charge
is $8.55. Children under 12
years of age pay $4.00 and receive ½ portions.
Meals provided by Lutheran Social Services.
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• The WEM community wants the next superintendent to
be a strong leader with integrity, vision, and who is motivating and a problem solver (11 related responses). Specific
responses include the success of the WEM Schools and the
future of the communities served by this district are dependent on securing a competent and proven leader for the superintendent role and they feel the superintendent should build
positive morale with the school and the staff so that it will get
out to the community.
The WEM Board of Education approved the hiring process
and vacancy brochure Nov. 11 with much of the information
provided in this approval based on how WEM stakeholders
responded.
The WEM Superintendent position has been posted on a
number of websites and the MSBA staff is collecting applications and responding to applicants’ inquiries. The application
deadline is January 3, 2022.

from 1

sponders together and helps them talk through the incident.
Everyone is required to speak.
“We’ve learned that having them process things immediately following the incident helps combat things like
binge drinking, domestic violence, depression, and PTSD
(post-traumatic stress disorder),” he explained.
“A chaplain’s job is to listen, but to also help them understand why they are feeling the way they feel,” Guarrero
shared. “And, although they will never forget the incident, the
goal is to help them get to a point where they can deal with
their thoughts in a healthy way—get to a point where they can
think about it, and say, ‘Yeah, it sucked, but I’m okay.’”
To help bolster the department’s mental health programs,
the San Diego Fire Department applied for a crisis response
canine and received Bodie, the first of three canines eventually assigned to the department.
Guarrero was paired with Bodie, and the two spent weeks
training together.
“It’s amazing what a dog like Bodie can do,” Guarrero stated while patting his canine partner on the head. “His mission
is to provide comfort, and he does it effortlessly in a way
a person couldn’t do. Without words. Simply his presence
helps ease anxiety, which is important when adrenaline levels
are high and brains are pinging all over the place.”
While Guarrero gathers the first responders for the defusing session, Bodie usually wanders around the room. Sometimes, Bodie places his head on a person’s lap. Other times,
he just sits and lets a first responder gaze into his big brown
eyes and pet him.
“He just knows who needs him,” Guarrero stated. “And,
just the act of petting him or watching him roam around the
room allows their brains to go somewhere else, allows their
body to slow down… Helps them begin the work of processing the trauma.”
Guarrero credits Bodie with getting some “really tough”
firefighters to open up and participate in a defusing.
“It may seem like a small thing, but some people stay and
share because of Bodie, and that’s huge because if they are

left alone with their thoughts—like if they walk away from
the defusing—those thoughts get pushed down and build up,
which isn’t good,” he stated. “That build up, if not addressed,
often negatively affects their life and their relationships.”
According to an article published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in April 2021, law enforcement
officers and firefighters are more likely to die by suicide than
in the line of duty. Furthermore, emergency medical service
providers are 1.39 times more likely to die by suicide than the
public, the study shows.
Guarrero, who received chaplain training in addition to his
seminary school, feels called to serve and considers it a privilege to be helping first responders.
“I’m here to serve. It’s what I do. It’s a call God put in my
heart, and I feel incredibly blessed to do it,” Guarrero stated.
“I’m pretty sure Bodie enjoys it, too. He loves people.”
Guarrero and Bodie became a bonded team, both at work
and at home, and that’s why when the Guarrero family moved
back to Minnesota this summer, Bodie was allowed to make
the move—as long as Bodie continued helping people.
“I, too, wanted Bodie to continue helping people, so I
called Chris Meskan, the fire chief in Waterville, and asked if
Bodie and I could continue our work with the Waterville Fire
Department for no cost, and he said, ‘Absolutely,’” explained
Guarrero. “So, Bodie moved with us to Minnesota and is loving life here.”
Guarrero later reached out to Le Sueur County by way of
Traxler, who he had previously worked with while serving as
the City of Waterville’s Public Information Officer during a
tornado response and recovery effort in 2018, and offered his
and Bodie’s services to the county.
“Having him back in Le Sueur County is a win for all…
and Bodie will be a wonderful asset,” stated Traxler.
While Guarrero and Bodie have not yet been called to
serve in Le Sueur County, they stand at the ready.
“He knows when I put his vest on him, it’s time to work,”
Guarrero said. “When we’re needed, we’ll go, and we’ll do
what we can to help those who do so much to help all of us.”
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n the autumn of 1621, the Pilgrims
invited their Indian friends to join them
in a three day festival. It was a time to
give thanks to God for the year's
blessings and for a successful harvest.
"Blessed is the nation whose God
is the Lord." - Psalm 33:12
We hope you and your family have
a wonderful Thanksgiving.

(507) 267-4326
121 E. Main St., Elysian MN
elysianbank@elysianbank.net

Positive cases
Vaccinated
.
County..........Total........Deaths...... 1st Dose.....2nd Dose
Le Sueur........4,365................33........ 16,063.......... 15,136
Rice............. 10,992.............. 137......... 40,345.......... 37,655
Scott............24,685.............. 177..........97,489..........90,532
Waseca..........3,587................32..........10,316............ 9,734
State...........875,917........... 9,192.....3,593,342..... 3,338,219
From Minnesota Department of Health.
Case data as of 11-22-2021. Vaccination data as of 11-18-2021.

Library Hours

The Elysian Area Library
& Heritage Center
hours have not changed.
They are as follows:
Mon. 9 am-12pm, 1-7pm
Tues. & Thurs. 9am- 12pm,
Wed. 9am-12pm, 1-8pm
Fri. 9am-12, 1-3pm
Sat. 10am—12pm.
Questions? 507-267-4411 and
email is
libtle@tds.lib.mn.us.

The Waterville Public Library
hours have changed.
They are as follows:
Mon. 11am-7pm
Tues., Wed., and Thurs.
2pm-6pm
Sat. 9am-12pm.

CLIP &
SAVE
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Waterfowlers’
biggest flock yet

Those Were The Days

Lisa Ingebrand Photos

Shawn O'Hern, a member of the Scott-Le Sueur Waterfowlers Committee, answers
questions regarding one of the organization’s numerous prize drawings during the banquet on Nov. 18.    
More than 400 people attended Scott-Le
Sueur Waterfowlers’ banquet on Thursday
night, November 18 at the Park Ballroom in
New Prague.
The event is the conservation group’s
largest annual fundraiser, and according to
Julie Hensel, a Waterfowlers member, it was
the biggest group they’ve ever hosted. Because of COVID, what would have been the
group’s first banquet, was canceled, but com-

mittee members forged on by holding a raffle
fundraiser.
Money raised by the organization is used
to fund the maintenance and restoration of
wildlife habitat in the area and the building
of wood duck houses.
Check out Scott Le Sueur Waterfowlers’
Facebook page for more information regarding the club’s work and membership possibilities.

Eager duck drop entrants wait for a mallard to “drop” on their number. The duck ultimately marked lucky 13-year-old Karson Malecha’s number, earning the young hunter
a $100 cash prize.

100 Years Ago
November 25, 1921
A. J. Bradshaw, county surveyor, has a
crew at work surveying along the Cannon
River, where it is planning to improve the
drainage with a judicial ditch from Waterville
into Rice County.
The Bon Ton Grocery in Elysian is offering a beautiful 50 piece decorated dinner set
for $10.98, which is more than $11 off the
retail value.
Mr. A.J. Kolzer and Miss Mayme Corcoran were married in Waterville last week.
Chas. Woodyard came Friday from LaCrosse, to spend a couple of weeks at his
old home here. He is employed in the rubber
factory there, but reports work slack at lower wages.
Malcolm Warner lost one of his best horses
from blood poisoning.

eries Department at Waterville announced
more than 1,000 pounds of walleye pike have
been stocked in area lakes. Most of the fish
came from seining operations held on Eagle
Lake. Madison Lake received 15,772 pike.
Citizens State Bank of Waterville, Leuthold
& Marten in Waterville, and Ben Franklin in
Waterville ran full page ads with red color in
this edition.

25 Years Ago
November 28, 1996
Waterville Police Officer Jerry Billiar was
honored by Lt. Governor Benson as he was
nominated for the Peace Prize for Adults.
Don Hanks has begun the demolition of the
Backman Building in downtown Waterville.
Buccaneer gymnasts returning for the
1996-97 season are Abby Morris, Vanessa
Morsching, Jenny Borth, Katie Wetzel, and
75 Years Ago
Cassy Warner.
November 27, 1946
Whitewater Creek added a 50,000 bushel
Lakes in Le Sueur County closed to fish
house fishing include Clear, German, Fran- grain bin and installed a larger grain hancis, Greenleaf, Jefferson, Sunfish, and Vol- dling leg, which helps direct grain into the
ney, effective Dec. 1 to Feb. 15.
proper bins.
Minnesota’s first entry in the 1946 Inter10 Years Ago
national Grain and Hay Show was made by
November
24, 2011
Charles V. Simpson of Waterville. He will
Katrina Hiller, daughter of Alan and Lori
exhibit samples of certified hybrid corn
which originated at the Minnesota Agricul- Hiller of Waterville, will compete in the Miss
tural Experiment Station.
Teen Minnesota Pageant.
The Right Reverend Benjamin T. Kemerer
Moose Lake-Willow River rushed for 428
Suffragan Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese yards in a 35-14 win over WEM in the Class
will make a visitation to St. Andrew’s Church AA State Football Semifinals.
in Waterville.
Donald Landru and Ashley Schwichten50 Years Ago
berg were married July 30 in Minneapolis.
November 25, 1971
WEM senior Lindsay Ayers was named the
The annual meeting of the Le Sueur Coun- Buccaneer volleyball Most Valuable Player
ty Historical Society was held in the Valley
for the third straight season. Willie Lindquist
Room in Le Sueur. James Hruska of Waterville was named vice president, Frances El- and Tierney Winter were named WEM cross
lingsworth of Elysian was named secretary, country Most Valuable Runners.
Managers of the WEM football team were
and Edgar Eggers of Waterville was named
Jacob Meskan, Seth LaFrance, and Jayson
treasurer.
Bob Weller, area manager of the State Fish- Schneider.

The LifeEnterprise has once again
been designated an official Letters
to Santa drop-off site!

4 pm 5th
Dec. 1 ne
Deadli

All letters to Santa that are submitted to the
LifeEnterprise by 4 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 15, 2021, will be published in the
LifeEnterprise’s Christmas edition and
forwarded to the North Pole.
Letters can be dropped off, sent by mail or
emailed. Parents, please include your child’s
first and last name, along with their age on the
submitted letters (please, also rewrite words
that are not written clearly).

Drop off, mail or email to:

Santa, c/o LifeEnterprise
115 South Third St., Waterville MN 56096
Email: LRnews@frontiernet.net
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With a record of 9 wins and one loss, the Morristown varsity volleyball team tied Claremont for first place in the Centennial Conference. Members of the team are pictured
(left to right): Front row - Sue Tousignant, Wendy Meschke, Stephanie Spitzack, Vicky
Spitzack, and Sandy Kokoschke. Back row - Ann Sutter, Sue Braun, Gail Brunner,
Chris Merritt, and Connie Spitzack. (Taken from The Morristown Life - Nov 26, 1981)
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“Ready Player Two”
by Ernest Kline — Adult Fiction
Days
after
winning
OASIS
founder
James
Halliday’s
contest,
Wade
Watts
makes
a
discovery
that
changes
everything.
Hidden within Halliday’s vaults, waiting for his heir to find, lies a technological advancement that will once again change the world and make the OASIS a thousand times
more wondrous—and addictive—than even Wade dreamed possible. With it comes
a new riddle, and a new quest—a last Easter egg from Halliday, hinting at a mysterious prize. And an unexpected, impossibly powerful, and dangerous new rival awaits,
one who’ll kill millions to get what he wants. Wade’s life and the future of the OASIS are again at stake, but this time the fate of humanity also hangs in the balance.
These items and many more are available through the Traverse des Sioux Library System at tds-mt.iii.com and can be picked up at the Elysian Area Library.
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We asked WEM kindergarteners...

How do YOU cook a turkey?

Zari Beucler: I am going to

get my turkey from the farm. It
is large and cost 11 dollars. I will
put salt on it and cut it. It cooks in
the oven for 20 minutes the oven
is large. We will also eat corn and
French fries. Mom dad Eva and I
eat it. When we are all done eating,
I play with my baby sister.

Addy Christensen: We will

get the turkey from the grocery
store. It cost $60 and it is as big as
my arms stretched out. We add salt
and whipped cream. We put it in
the oven for 100 minutes and the
oven is all the way up to really hot.
I am going to have pop, turkey,
and corn for Thanksgiving dinner.
I share with my brothers and my
friends. Then we are going to go
outside and bounce on the trampoline and play basketball.

Tyler Hackney: My mom
gets the turkey from the store and
pays $5. It is 13 meters up. She
cooks it in the oven for 20 minutes
and the oven is 20 hot. We also eat
McDonalds with our turkey. Hanna
and I play with magnetic tiles for
20 hours until it is our bedtime.
Aubrie Hennen: My mom

will get the turkey it cost 5 bucks.
She will get a skinny turkey. She
will put salt on it and she will put
stuffing in it. My mom will cook it
for 2 hours in the oven and it will
be burning hot but not burnt. We
will eat bread with the turkey and
nothing else. My family and I will
eat it together and then I will play
with my sister.

Cameron Kuyl: My brother

gets the turkey in the woods and he
shoots it. Then he brings it home
and cooks it. He puts potatoes and
onions with it. He cooks it in the
kitchen. It cooks for 2 minutes and
it is really hot. We will eat ham too.
My whole family eats it together.

Wyatt Marinenko: I am
going to go to the farm and see if
I can get one. It will probably cost
10 dollars. It will be half size. I will
cut it up, put it on a tray, and put it
in the oven. It cooks for 20 minutes
and the oven is 3 so it doesn’t get
too hot. I will share it with my parents and my friends. We will also
eat mashed potatoes. Then I will
play soccer with my friends.

Alexis Meza: I will get a turkey from a store, it cost 37 money.
It is 37 pounds. I will cook it in the
oven for I don’t remember, I think
it is 37. The oven is 60 degrees.
We also cook bacon and put a little
bit of sauce on it and that’s it. My
whole family will eat it. Then I’ll
play with all my toys. I have a
thousand toys.
Hector Meza: I will find it

somewhere far from my home. It
cost $56 and it is 50 inches. It will
cook in the oven for 50 minutes at
46 degrees. My family will eat the
turkey all together. We will also
eat chips and rice with it. Then, we
will eat just one piece of candy.

Hannah Sickmann: I will
get it down by the lake. My dad
shot it. He brought it home and then
we cooked it. We put it in the oven
Lizzie King: My Auntie Coco is for 50 minutes. The oven was as hot
as the sun. We also cooked stuffing
making the turkey. She gets it from
Waseca’s Walmart. It cost 20 dollars. and mashed potatoes. We didn’t put
It is as huge as my hands spread out anything on the turkey it just tastes
wide. She adds salt and pepper. She like turkey. My dad took the feathers off but not the tail. My mom,
stuffs meat in it. She cooks it at her
house in a big pot. It cooks for about dad, grandma, grandpa, and cousins
ate it and then we played lots of
20 hours. The pot is really hot! My
friends and I eat it also my grandma games. We played I spy with my
and my momma. When we are done little eye and rock paper scissors.
I will play with my friends.

Artwork by Crue Knish

Chandler Voegle: I would
get my turkey at the grocery store.
I would put it in the microwave
for 10 minutes. Then I would take
it out and eat it with my Mom,
Dustin, and me. We would have
Ketchup and Mustard with it because my mom likes it.
Lilly Holicky: First, I am

going to the woods with my dad to
catch a chicken. Then, I go inside
with my mom, and we will take
off the feathers. We will chop it up
into pieces then put it in a pot and
in the oven for 20 minutes at 90
degrees. Then, we will set up the
table and Mom will call Grandma,
Grandpa and Blake. Then, we eat
the chicken with mashed potatoes
and pasta and ice cream too.

Brooklyn Carlson-Meier:

I would chase the turkey to the
woods and kill it. I will take the turkey home and put it in the oven for
40 minutes in a really hot oven. I
will eat it with chicken and grapes.
I will eat with Tenia and Cadence.

Oliver Mader: I will go in the
woods and shoot the turkey with
my bow and arrow. Then I will
bring it home and pluck the feathers. I will cook it in the oven for 2
minutes at 100 degrees. I will eat
mashed potatoes with gravy and
pizza. I will share it with Mom,
Dad, Brother, and Sister.
Paisley McGuiggan: I will

sneak into the bushes and crawl on
the ground to grab the turkey. I will
bring it home and cut it up. Then,
cook it in a pan on the stove for 15
minutes. I will eat with my sister
and brother. I will eat it with Mac
and Cheese.

Bennett Boese: I would
tell my mom to drive me to the
farm. My Grandpa and me will
hop on the 4 wheeler and drive to
the woods to find a turkey. Then
Grandpa will zoom me home so
we can cook the turkey. We will
cook the turkey on the stove for a
million hours, the stove will be hot.
We will eat it up with salad.

Adelyn Schultz: I got a
turkey from a store. We cooked it
at our house in our oven. The oven
was 2 degrees. It took 2 seconds to
cook. We put some sweet sauce on
it that my dad made. We ate fish
with it!

Thomas Kellstadt: I would

Rhydian Quam: My dad got

Kalani Bauer: I had a turkey
at home. We cooked it in the oven
on hot. We cooked it for 3 minutes.
Bobby Harding: I will catch We put it into the big pot with
my turkey by running after it. I will BBQ. We also had milk to drink!
cook it in the oven for 20 minutes
The turkey was good. I also put
in a very hot oven. I will eat it with salt on it.
eggs. I will share it with my mom,
Remington Schutte: We got
dad, and sisters.
a turkey from a farm. We brought
Charlie Carpenter: I will
it home. We took the feathers off.
get a turkey from the forest. I will
We cooked it on the grill. I like
cook it in a hot oven for 10 minturkey. I like bread, too! We went
utes. Mom will cut it and we will
to Grandma and Papa’s to eat it!
eat it with Grandma and Grandpa.
Crue Knish: We got a turkey
Prestyn Thorne: I would
from a turkey farm. We brought it
go to the store with Mom and Dad to our house. We cooked it on our
to buy a turkey. We will take it
grill. We put salt and pepper on it.
home and cook it for 10 minutes
We cooked it for a minute. We also
in the oven. I will eat it with Mom ate sandwiches, vegetables, and
and Dad.
fruit. It was all good!
go out to the woods with my brother and sister, Tatum and Timmy.
With my brother’s bow, I would
shoot a turkey and bring it home.
We will cook it in the oven for 6
minutes. We would eat it with pepperoni pizza and mashed potatoes.

Myles Hanson: My dad and

I will go to the woods and shoot
at turkey. We will shoot it with a
gun. We will cook it at 100 degrees
for 100 minutes. I will eat it with
my dad, sister, brothers and my
mom. I will eat it with pepperoni
and cheese pizza with sausage and
mushrooms.

a turkey at our house for Thanksgiving. He cooked it outside with
a big pot with hot water in it. He
cooked it for 16 minutes. We took
off all the feathers after it was
cooked. We had some duck, too!

Stellie Schwartz: I went

hunting with my dad and uncles.
We got a turkey. We put it in the
broiler. We cut all the feathers off.
It was in the broiler for 2 minutes.
It was really hot! We also ate
pumpkin pie with our turkey!

Weston James: We bought a

turkey from the chicken store for
$90. We kept it in a pen. We fed it
a turkey and put it in a bag to bring Grace Mead: We got a turkey popcorn. Then we ate it for Thanksat Casey’s it was $40! We brought it giving. We cooked it in the oven on
it home. Then, I will put it in the
home in a trailer. We cooked it in a hot for 9 minutes. We put rice and
stove for 12 hours at 5 degrees. I
will eat the turkey with Mom, Dad BIG oven! The oven was really hot. corn on the turkey. It was good and
and Rhett. We will eat turkey, ham, We cooked it for 60 hours. We put kinda tasted like popcorn.
spicy stuff on it. Then we cut it up!
and bread.
Lucy Dominik: My dad got a
Then we ate it. It was good!
turkey. We washed it with a cloth.
Cadence Potter: I will go
Colton
Ryman:
We bought
We put it in the oven with lots of
into
the
woods
with
Grandpa
Artwork by Lucy Dominik
a turkey at Walmart for $10. Me
oil. We cooked it for 50 hours on
to kill a turkey. We will bring it
and
my
dad
brought
it
home.
We
high. We cooked pizza, too! My
home to cook it. We will cook it
put
it
in
a
bowl
and
put
it
in
the
whole family ate it. It was good!
on the grill at 105 degree for 2
Gabriel Skidmore: My
Marx Klicker: I get the
oven. The oven was really hot. We
hours.
I
will
eat
it
with
my
family.
mom gets the turkey from the store
turkey form the farm. It costs one
Gracyn Miller: My dad
We will have mashed potatoes and cooked it for 20 minutes. We had
it costs 42 bucks. It is really big.
turkey. It is half the size of me. I
and my sister Payton got a turkey
soup
with
our
turkey.
It
was
good!
She cooks it in the oven and chops gravy to eat too.
add some salt and whipped cream
hunting. My dad picked off all the
it. She puts gravy on it. We also
to make it very yummy because
Charlie
Bauer:
I
got
my
turfeathers. Then we cooked it in the
Walker Lynch: I will go into
eat ham and some vegetables. My
I like whipped cream on it. I will
the woods to shoot my turkey with key at a store. My grandma bought oven on medium. It took 1 minute
family all eats together. Then we
stuff it, I will put a bunch of meat
to cook. I ate it. It was good. I ate
my uncle. We will bring it home to it. My grandma cooked it in the
play and I watch a movie with my
and blood in it. I cook it very hot
oven
for
4
hours.
It
tasted
really
mashed potatoes and french fries
cook it. We will boil it in the pot
and then blow on it. I cooked it in a dad and then I go to bed.
good!
8
people
ate
the
turkey
at
my
with it!
for 10 minutes. We will let it cool
pot, a hot pot like 2. I also will eat
grandpa and grandma’s house!
down,
and
then
eat
it
with
spinach.
Peyton Sundly: We got a
yogurt and lettuce with the turkey. AJ Street: I will get it from
I will eat with my whole family.
the
woods,
then
I
will
kill
it
and
Aschten
Spurgeon:
My
turkey from a farm! We brought it
I will eat with my family because
cook
it.
I
cook
it
in
the
oven
for
grandpa
shot
a
turkey.
We
pulled
home in the truck. We cleaned it in
my family loves to eat with me and
Jacee Knish: I would go to
45 minutes and the oven is really
off
all
the
feathers.
We
cooked
it
in
the bathtub with soap. We put it in
they make sure I don’t play with
the store to buy my turkey. I would
hot. I will make the turkey into
the oven in our bakery my kitchen. a pot with BBQ. We put it in the
my food. I will put frosting on it.
cook it in the oven at medium hot
chicken nuggets and have cake too. for 10 minutes. Then I would eat it When we baked it we actually put
microwave for 10 minutes. Then,
Then we will put the dishes in the
I
will
share
it
with
my
family.
Then
salt
on
it
and
a
little
bit
of
bread
we ate it.
sink and then we will play.
with my parents. We would have
I will go outside and play with
and
powder.
Ten
different
ingrediice cream to got with it.
Lilah Gillen: We bought a
my friends. We will play with my
Tamzyn Kujath: I get my
ents. It was tasty good!
turkey from a barn it was $18!
turkey from the river where it lives friends cool car that transforms.
Jaxson Wilmes: Mom will
Ayden
Brunner:
We
got
a
We put it in a really big box in the
by. It does not cost anything and it
get the turkey from Walmart. Mom
turkey
at
the
farm.
We
brought
back of my daddy’s truck. We took
is large. I am going to cook it with Janet Velzke: I will get the
will cook it in the oven at 6 deturkey from the woods. It is a hun- grees for 15 minutes. Mom will cut it home in the truck. We cleaned
it home. We cooked it in the oven
salt and I will not stuff it. It cooks
on 18 degrees for 17 minutes! We
on the pan for fifteen minutes. The dred pounds. We put it in the oven it up then we will eat it. We will eat it with apples in my sink. We
for
80
seconds
at
50
degrees.
I
put
then
cooked
it
in
the
oven
for
35
also ate carrots and broccoli. I love
pan is 6 degrees. My whole family
turkey and steak.
chicken nuggets on it and Mc-ribs
minutes on 40. We cooked it with
broccoli. It was good.
will eat it, we will also eat fruit.
too. I will share it with my teacher Isabelle Dwyer: I will walk
bananas. It tasted a lot like apples
Then we will clean the table and
Noah Wunderlich: We
and my family. After we are done, the turkey to my house and set it
and bananas.
my whole family will play some
bought a turkey from a farm for
I
play
with
my
big
sister.
We
play
down.
We
can
play
magic
knight
games, except my little brother. He
Nova
Christensen:
I
bought
$3. We brought it home in 2 bags.
video games- girl video games.
and dress up with some make up.
is 2 and can’t talk or play games.
a
turkey
at
Walmart
for
ten
million
We put it in the fridge. We ate it for
Then, we will have a dance party
dollars. We brought it home in my supper. we cooked it in the oven
and some cake with ice cream.
car. We put it in the oven to cook
for 12. The one was a little hot. We
for a million minutes at 10 degrees. put BBQ on it. We ate carrots with
We put some turkey seasoning on
it and popsicles!
it. My mom ate it with me!

Tenia Atherton: I will catch
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Heuss named Lady Bucs MVP

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

Senior Alex Heuss received a number of post season awards,
including being named the Most Valuable Player on the WEM
volleyball team.
Heuss led the Bucs in sets played (96), kills (294), attacks
(834), hitting efficiency (.219), and serving percentage (92.6
percent). She also added 76 digs, 19 solo blocks, and 16 block
assists.
She also received the Buccaneer Teammate Award, was
named to the Gopher Academic All-Conference Team, and was
named to the Minnesota State High School Volleyball Coaches
Association Academic All State Award. Heuss has a perfect 4.00
grade point average.
Since 2008, only 19 WEM players have earned the Academic
All State honor and only four had a 4.00 grade point average.
The others were Autumn Taylor (2020), Kaitlyn Elwood (2015),
and Megan Bakken (2008).
“I am proud of Alex for her Academic All-State achievement.
She is a true student-athlete,” WEM head coach Crystal Lamont
said. “She is extremely intelligent and is committed to giving
her best in her schooling, volleyball, and all her extra-curricular
activities. Alex is a great volleyball player but an even better person. She always conducts herself with the utmost character.”
Other team awards included the Buccaneer team receiving the
Volleyball Coaches Association Academic Gold Award, which is
bestowed upon teams which have an average cumulative GPA of
3.75-4.00. WEM’s team GPA is 3.842.
Members of the Buccaneers named to the Academic All-Con-

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net
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WEM senior Alex Heuss was named Academic All-State,
1st Team All-Gopher Conference, and the WEM Volleyball Most Valuable Player.
ference Team, with GPAs of 3.50 or higher include Mikaya
Schuster, Paige Atherton, Alex Heuss, Kiri Kerekes, Emma
Kuball, Rylee Pelant, Grace Petersen, Riley Sammon, Addyson
Taylor, Daelyn Judd, Jadeyn Morrow, Jordan Green, Alayna Atherton, Claire Bohlen, Grace Baker, and Josie Volkmann.
Sammon was named the WEM Best Offensive Player. She finished the season with 249 kills, 21 solo blocks, 31 block assists,
56 digs, and had 748 attacks.
Green was named the WEM Best Defensive Player. She had
260 digs, 65 set assist, 91 attacks, 11 kills, and was second on the
team with 36 ace serves.
Volkmann received the WEM Most Improved Player
Award. She was second on the team with 444 digs, fifth with
100 kills, and led the team with 45 ace serves while serving
nearly 90 percent.
Schuster’s 650 set assists was 5th on the WEM all-time single
season list. Baker’s 458 digs and Volkmann’s 444 digs were 6th
and 7th best in school history. Bohlen’s 356 digs is 12th best.
Heuss finished with 79 total blocks which is 7th on the all-time
list.
WEM finished with an 18-13 overall record, was 9-2 in
the Gopher Conference (3rd place), and won its sixth straight
Sub-Section South Championship. They were the Section 2A
runners-up.

2021 Gopher Conference Final Standings
1. Faribault BA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-0 and 22-12
2. Kenyon-Wanamingo . . . . . . . . . 10-1 and 19-5
3. WEM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-2 and 18-13
4. Medford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-3 and 21-9
5. Hayfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-4 and 15-13
6. NRHEG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-5 and 16-13
7. JWP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-6 and 10-17
8. United South Central . . . . . . . . . . 3-8 and 7-18
9. Blooming Prairie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-9 and 6-19
9. Maple River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-9 and 7-18
9. Triton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-9 and 4-19
12. Randolph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-10 and 3-22

2021 All-Gopher
Conference Volleyball

2nd Team All Conference

1st Team All Conference

3rd Team All Conference

Seniors: Riley Sammon (WEM),
Ellie Cohen (FBA), Leah Berg (KW),
McKenna Chick (Hayfield), Clara
Kniefel (Medford), Sophie Stork
(NRHEG), Melany Ehlert (USC).

Player of the Year - Faribault BA
senior Mia Potter
Seniors: Alex Heuss (WEM) and
Isabel DeLeon (Medford); Juniors:
Kate Trump (Faribault BA), Reese
Bauman (Hayfield), and Tessa Erlandson (KW); Sophomore: Hallie
Schultz (NRHEG).

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

Five players
earn All-Gopher
Conference
Volleyball Honors

Seniors: Claire Adams (JWP), Morgan Schendel (Maple River), and Julia
Niles (Medford); Juniors: Reagan Kangas (FBA), Jose Quam (KW), and Anna
Olson (Randolph); Sophomore: Claire
Bohlen (WEM).

Honorable Mention
All Conference

Seniors: Sydney Gahlon (JWP),
Stella Rechtzigel (KW), Annalivia
Blair (Maple River), and MacKenzie
Kellen (Medford); Juniors: Lindsay
Hanson (FBA), Abby Hefling (BP),
Haeven Skjervem (Hayfield), Erin
Jacobson (NRHEG), Paige Ford
(Randolph), and Cameron Vermilyea (Triton); Sophomores: Josie
Volkmann (WEM) and Kyllah Curry
(USC).

A total of five WEM volleyball players were honored
by conference coaches following the season, earning
All-Gopher Conference awards.
Senior Alex Heuss was named to the First Team. Senior Riley Sammon was named to the Second Team.
Sophomore Claire Bohlen was named to the Third
Team. Sophomore Josie Volkmann was named to the
Honorable Mention Team. Senior Grace Petersen was
named to the Sportsmanship Team. Heuss was named
to the Honorable Mention Team in 2020.
Heuss served 92.6 percent, had 294 kills in 96 sets,
and finished with 35 total blocks.
“Alex has worked hard to develop herself into one
of the top hitters in the conference. She has improved
her power and her accuracy each year she has played,”
WEM head coach Crystal Lamont said. “She has always been willing to do whatever was needed to help
our team succeed. This year she became a go-to hitter
and provided outstanding leadership for our team.”
Sammon finished with a team leading 52 total blocks
and was second on the team with 249 kills in 95 sets.
Riley was our most powerful hitter this season. She
has always had a strong swing, but she did a great job
improving her precision as the season progressed,”
Lamont said. “She also was our best blocker. She has
natural instincts and did a nice job helping our defense
succeed with her blocking.”
Bohlen was third on the team with 182 kills, had 356
digs, 33 ace serves, and 21 total blocks.
“Claire is one of our most athletic players. She was
a steady player that we could count on offensively and
defensively,” Lamont said. “Next year I expect her to be
one of our go-to hitters and develop into one of the best
all-around players in the conference.”
Volkmann led the team with 45 ace serves, was second with 444 digs, and added 100 kills and 13 blocks.
Josie was excellent defensively in just her first year
on varsity. She is our hardest worker and covered some
unbelievable ground in the back row,” Lamont said.
“She also became our strongest server by the end of the
season and led our team in aces. She will be a key contributor to our success next season.”
Only five players were repeat selections to the
All-Gopher Conference Teams. Medford senior Isabel
DeLeon was 2nd Team in 2020 and First Team this season. Heuss was an Honorable Mention Pick in 2020 and
First Team this year. Medford senior Clara Kniefel was
Honorable Mention in 2020 and Second Team in 2021.
Faribault BA junior Reagan Kangas and Maple River
senior Morgan Schendel were Honorable Mention picks
in 2020 and Third Team selections in 2021.

Six Bucs named to All-District Football Teams

Three seniors, two juniors,
and a sophomore were named
to the All-District Football
Teams last week.
Named to the First Team
were seniors Domanik Paul-

son, Sam Rezac, and Damon
Tolzmann, and sophomore
Dylan Holicky.
Named to the Honorable
Mention Team were juniors
Ethan Greenwald and Tytan
Larson.
Paulson caught 28 passes
for 407 yards, rushed for 273

yards, had 153 yards in punt
returns, 80 yards in kickoff returns and scored eight
touchdowns.
Rezac caught three passes for 25 yards and a score.
On defense he finished with
17 solo tackles, seven assists,
two sacks, and a tackle for

loss.
Tolzmann was an offensive and defensive lineman
who had his season cut short
due to an injury. He helped
the Bucs average 4.2 yards
per rush.
Holicky led the team with
364 yards rushing on 84 car-

ries. He also led the defense
with 32 solo tackles, 17 assists, five tackles for loss, and
three quarterback sacks.
Greenwald gained 188
yards on 32 carries and
scored a touchdown. On defense he finished with 23 solo
tackles, 18 assists and had a

tackle for loss.
Larson was an anchor on
the offensive line which averaged 4.5 yards per play and
121 yards rushing per contest. He also picked up five
tackles on defense.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

ACCOUNTING

AUTO SALES

1234 Raintree Road
Mankato, MN 56001

507-362-4484

(507) 387-1148

507-412-8888
247 Main Street E.
Waterville, MN 56096
AUTO REPAIR

• New Construction & Additions • Decks
• Pole Barns • Remodeling • Concrete Work
• Asphalt • Rubber • Steel • Flat & Steep Roofs
• Seamless Gutters & Gutter Guards
• References Available wilmesexteriors@gmail.com

Bus. Phone
Toll Free

(800) 936-0026 Laurie Danberry
Cell: 507-382-4270

507-202-7070

Sales and Leasing

BANK

gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com
Fully Insured • BC740616

DENTISTS

Everything Local.
Everything Easier.

507-267-4435

Est. 1984 • 203 E. Main St., Elysian

Ph. (507) 334-6989

1 Block N. of Junction Hwys 3 & 21

Carry Out Service! Fresh Meat & Produce,
Full Line of Grocery, Dairy, Frozen, Health &
Beauty Products, Best Choice private label,
Weekly Ads (Wed-Tues), Accept all Major
Credit Cards, WIC, and EBT, ATM available.
SEE RICH FOR SPECIAL REQUESTS!
Small enough to care, large enough to serve!

HANDYMAN

CONSTRUCTION

201 East Main Street
Elysian, MN 56028
Jared LaFrance,
Sherry Wandrie,
Rhonda Morsching &
Stephanie Flatau
(507) 267-4653
Fax (507) 267-4014

LIFE ∙ HOME ∙ AUTO ∙ BUSINESS ∙ HEALTH

A small town practice with
the latest in Dental Technology.

James Bros.

Phone (507) 267-4789
Elysian,MN

Elysian Agency, Inc.

Cell: (507) 661-5110
Waterville, MN

Construction
Crushed Rock, Gravel,
Carl & Sue Morsching

204 NW 21st St., Faribault

5% Senior Discount Wednesdays!

Call (507) 362-8849

Todd Schwartz

Black Dirt, Septic Systems,
Basement Digging,
Backhoe Work, Bobcat Work,
Lakeshore Rip-Rapping,
Certified & Licensed
Septic System Installer

Magneto & General Repair

Open daily 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Closed: Easter, Thanksgiving & Christmas

“Mr. Fix-it”

Member FDIC

WATERVILLE
507.362.4251

NMLS 1377300

Rewinding

INSURANCE

117 Main St. E.
Waterville • 507-362-8188
www.DavisMP.com

Professional Handyman

frandsenbank.com

President

Electric Motor Repair

GROCER

TEX ANDERSON

CA021420

Attorney at Law

Temple Electric

Wilmes
Exteriors, LLC

www.heintztoyota.com

ATTORNEY

Monica
Rye

We Beat Your
Lowest Bid by 10%!
20+ Years Experience

● Accounting/Bookkeeping
● Tax Preparation
● Payroll Services/Processing

103 HWY. 13 N., SUITE 4
WATERVILLE

ELECTRICIANS

FREE
ESTIMATES

YEAR ROUND SERVICES

www.LakesRegionAccounting.com

CONSTRUCTION

William A. Struve, D.D.S.

507-362-8474

204 N 4th Street • Waterville

Directory Ads start at
Only $34 per month.
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County approves 5-year
highway and bridge
construction plan

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

A number of projects were presented to the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners by Highway Engineer Dave Tiegs
during the Nov. 16 commissioners meeting.
Tiegs put together the Le Sueur County 5-Year Highway and Bridge Construction Plan, which runs from 2022
through 2026.
There are approximately five large projects scheduled for
each of the next five years.

In 2022, projects include:
• County State Aide Highway (CSHA) 20 to Trunk Highway (TH) 19 on the north end of New Prague,
• CSAH 3 to the City of Kilkenny to TH 99,
• Mill and overlay in the City of Kilkenny,
• A bridge replacement on 3rd Street in Waterville, if bridge
bond funding is received,
• CSAH 26 to TH 13 to the railroad track in Montgomery,
• Work in the City of Le Sueur to the turn back on the north
side of the city. This project will cost more than $10 million.
In 2023, the projects scheduled include:
• County-wide sealcoating which is done ever two years,
• The City of Montgomery will receive a total reconstruct
from the south end of the city limits to the north end near
TCU Schools. There will be a short gap in work and a roundabout will be constructed at the Heidelberg turnoff.
• The City of Cleveland has a project schedule from CSAH
46 from TH 99 to 6th Street.
• The Kasota area near Shoreland Country Club east of St.
Peter will include a project from CSAH 10 from CSAH 21 to
CSAH 15.
• A project from CSAH 10 from CSAH 3 east to the Rice
County line north of Waterville will also be completed in
two years.

WIN Elysian Dollars in Elysian Area
Chamber Christmas Drawing 2021
Each time you make
a purchase at an
Elysian business, your
Christmas card will
be stamped for the
purchase amount in $1,
$5, or $10 amounts.
When your card is
filled, deposit each card
with name, address and
phone number filled in,
at any Elysian business.
(no limit on cards used)
'UDZLQJVZLOOEHKHOG6DWXUGD\V
1RY'HF'HFVWSUL]HQGSUL]H
'HFVWSUL]HQGSUL]HUGSUL]H
3UL]HVZLOOEH(O\VLDQ'ROODUVZKLFKFDQEH
UHGHHPHGDWDQ\EXVLQHVV
The Elysian Area Chamber of Commerce Christmas Holiday
Promotion encouraging all to SHOP ELYSIAN. Above is an
sample of the card.

Bowling scores & standing
Monday Night
Bowling

Davis’ MarketPlace ...........35-21
Jigger’s...............................33-23
Hoot Lanes.........................24-32
Misfits................................20-36

High Games

Lori Brown.................... 163, 153
Sharon Byrne........................ 151
Steph Litsheim...................... 150

High Series

Lori Brown............................ 465
Sharon Byrne........................ 443
Steph Litsheim...................... 420

National League
Bowling

Kamp Dell..............................7-0
Whitewater Creek..................7-0
Best Point Resort...................4-3
Jigger’s...................................3-4
James Brothers.......................0-7

High Games

Nick Novotny........................ 227
Brad Ferch............................. 224
Chris Lamont........................ 204

Joe Skusa............................... 201

High Series

Bantams

High Games

High Series

Jaxon Van Houdt................... 258 Mason Waugh....................... 378
Mike Van Houdt.................... 132

Nick Novotny........................ 610

American League
Bowling

Waterville Const.....................5-2
Mixed Nuts............................5-2
Hoot Lanes.............................2-5
Phil Mart................................2-5
Corner Bar..............................0-7

Tim Steinhaus....................... 226
Curt Waugh........................... 221
James Rogers........................ 206
Tim Steinhaus....................... 600

Friday Strikers

Dumb & Dumber...............32-17
Vikings...............................27-22
Triple Trouble....................27-22
Team 4................................26-23
Team 6................................25-24
Team 5................................10-39

High Games

Bantams

High Series
Pee Wees

Trevor Johnson...................... 225

Preps

Juniors

Bantams

Lane Lamont......................... 272

Jared Boese........................... 424

Saturday Spares

LT Bowlers...........................45-4
Feisty Bros.........................35-14
Waugh Brothers.................30-19

High Games
Pee Wees

Miles Waugh............... 62, 59, 32

Area Church Schedule

Thurs., November 25 - Wed., December 1, 2021
--WATERVILLE--

northwasecalutheran&faithlutheranjanesville

Cannonville Community
20092 Tetonka Lake Road
507-384-2181
Sun: 8:30 a.m. Worship Service.

St. Andrew's Episcopal
210 W. Lake St.
Handicap entrance in back
507-835-1309 * 362-8292
Sun: 9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
with Coffee & Fellowship to
follow.

Evangelical United Methodist
319 Main St. E.
Pastor Kathy King
Sun: 9:30 a.m. Worship.

St. Peter (Bell) Lutheran
21377 Tetonka Lake Rd.
Vacancy Pastor Bjornstad
Sun: 8:45 a.m. Sunday School;
10 a.m. Worship.
Wed: 4:30-5:30 p.m. Catechism.

First Baptist
14534 State Hwy 60
Sun: 8:45 a.m. Prayer Time;
9 a.m. Sunday School for All
Ages; 10 a.m. King’s Café
Open for Coffee; 10:30 a.m.
Worship.
Wed: 6:15 p.m. Kids 4 Truth
(ages 3 years - 6th grade); 6:15
p.m. 412 Youth (7th - 12th
grade).

Trinity Lutheran LCMS
415 Lake St. W.
Rev. David Mumme
Sun: 7:45 a.m. Divine Service;
9 a.m. Sunday School & Bible
Class; 10 a.m. Divine Service.
Tues: 3 p.m. Midweek Bible
Study.
Wed: 4 p.m. Catechesis.

Holy Trinity Catholic
506 Common St. E.
Fr. John Powers
Sat: 5 p.m. Mass.
Sun: 10:30 a.m. Mass.
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri: 9 a.m.
Weekly Mass.

United Methodist
Pastor Dean Wolf
201 4th St. NW
Sun: 9 a.m. Worship.

- - MORRISTOWN --

Bethlehem Lutheran
404 W. Franklin St.
Pastor Travis J. Loeslie
Thurs: Thanksgiving - 9 a.m.
Matins Service; No Bible Bkft.
Fri: 6:30 p.m. Church Decorating.
Sat: 9 a.m. A.A. Mtg; 10:15
a.m. Decorate Church.
Sun: 9 a.m. Divine Service/
HC; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School
Christmas Practice; 10:30 Bible
Class.
Wed: 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. Confirmation.

Bethlehem Lutheran
200 Park Ave. NE
Vacancy Pastor Bjornstad
Sun: 8:30 a.m. Worship.
St. Andrew's Catholic
E. Main St.

Trinity Lutheran
North Morristown

-- ELYSIAN --

N. Waseca Lutheran ELCA
40430 120th St., Waseca
Pastor Kristen Anderson
507-234-6463
Sun: 8:45 a.m. Worship Service.
Check our Utube Channel

Fr. John Powers
Sun: 8:30 Mass.
Wed: 9 a.m. Mass.

Peace United Methodist
205 Division St. N
Pastor Elden Eklund
Sat: 10 a.m. Decorating of
Church for Advent.
Sun: 10 a.m. Church Service
with Sunday School & Fellowship to Follow.

Rev. Juan Palm
507-685-2307
Handicap Accessible
Thurs: 9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving
Day Service.
Sun: 8:30 a.m. Adult Bible
Class; 9:30 a.m. Divine Service;
10:45 a.m. Sunday School and
Confirmation Class.

--KILKENNY--

St. Canice Catholic
183 Maple St.
8:30 a.m. Mass 1st Saturday of
each month.
St. John's Lutheran
158 N. Laurel Ave.
Sun: 9:30 a.m. Worship/HC.

--CLEVELAND--

Church of Christ
900 State Hwy 99
Pastor Rob Perry
507-931-5924
Sun: 10 a.m. Worship Service.
clevelandchurch.net
St. Paul's Lutheran
on German Lake ELCA
10 mi. W of Waterville or 10
mi. NW of Elysian
Pastor Richard Jorgenson
507-332-8066
Sun: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service.

Turkey Winners
Elysian Bank - Joan Markytan

Harry's True Value Hardware - Royal Myers

Phil Mart - Amy Cyr

LifeEnterprise - Julie Balfe

When a customer completes filling the $50 in purchases, a
new card will be issued. The filled card may be dropped at
any participating business.

NAPA Auto Supply - Chad Domonoske

The cards for each week will be collected for the weekly
drawing. All cards will be kept and used for the final drawing.

Davis' MarketPlace - Ellen Morris

STOP AND SHOP FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS IN ELYSIAN.
YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT.

Pee Wees

Jaxon Van Houdt......... 89, 87, 82 Trevor Johnson............ 90, 74, 61
Mike Van Houdt................ 67, 38 Preps
Bantams
Mason Waugh....... 147, 120, 111
Lane Lamont............. 109, 94, 69 Juniors
Ashley Roth...................... 62, 62 Jared Boese........... 154, 136, 134
Preps
Nathan Boese........................ 133
Hunter Tonn.......................... 112 Landon Johnson.................... 103
Owen Boese............................ 86 High Series
Jack Barry............................... 79 Pee Wees
Sam Roth................................. 73 Miles Waugh......................... 153
Griffin Tonn............................. 59

Ron's Hardware Hank - Bernie Weber

J & L Bottles - Terri Holling

JC Ryan's - Gloria Geyer

Century 21 Landmark Realtors LLC - Jan Evans
Frandsen Bank & Trust - David Tonn

Northern Lights Dental Dr. Wm Struve - LoryAnn Stangler
Elysian Auto Service - Roy Pemble

WEM Common Thread Community Thrift Store - Carollea Gilomen

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

INSURANCE

Waterville
Insurance Agency
Home • Auto • Business • Life
Health • Farm • Bonds

Stop in or call

Mike

(507) 362-8976

PLUMBING, HEAT, AIR

COMPLETE PLUMBING & HEATING

Waterville
Heating & A/C

REAL ESTATE

(507) 267-4779

Brian Ellingsworth

Broker Associate /
Realtor

(507) 380-2689

Residential, new ConstRuCtion, Remodeling
American Standard China,
State Water Heaters,
Moen & Delta Faucets

Susan Larvick
612-910-8403

LoryAnn Stangler
507-995-4136

MORTGAGES

PRINTING

Shelby Meyer
507-381-4972

Michelle Lee
507-461-2697

A full-service printing company
professionally staffed and
equipped to meet all your
printing needs.

MN South Lake Region
LifeEnterprise

LuAnn Warner
507-320-2848

Located on Highway 60 between Lake Francis
and Lake Elysian • Elysian, MN 56028

c21-lake.com

115 South Third Street
507-362-4495 • Fax 507-362-4458

Broker / GRI

Caitlin James

Directory Ads
start at
Only $34
per month.

Realtor

TAX PREPARATION

WATER CONDITIONING

Brianna Ziegler

Morsching-Olson

Bemis
Water Conditioning

(507) 327-1442
(507) 508-0459

100 Main St. W., Elysian

Ph. (507) 267-4200

We look
forward
to serving
you!

Your year-round
Tax & Forms
Preparation Service

Fax (507) 267-4584

(507) 267-4353

ROOFING

107 Hwy 60 S., P.O. Box 300
Elysian, MN 56028

NuStar-Realty.com

Free
Estimates

PLUMBING, HEAT, AIR

LLC

(507) 381-4747

Realtor

Ron Wynkoop
507-461-1545

TRUCKING

Dan Wingert

For More Than 100 Years

(507) 461-1634 • Waterville

SERVICES

Megan James

Master Plumbing Lic. # 057105-MR

212 Main Street East,
Waterville, MN 56096

Keith
507-685-2354

REAL ESTATE

Licensed &
Insured

Thomas Morsching
Construction LLC
Thomas Morsching
Cell 507-330-1779

Tear-off Reroof • Roof Repairs - New
B.C. 20634311

Business - Individual

To have your
business listed
in this
Professional
Services
Directory Call

507-362-4495

Mark Bemis • (507) 267-4456
Brian Bemis • (507) 685-2140

Sales & Service

Shop located in
Waterville, MN 56096

(507) 362-4323
WELL DRILLING

Bemis
Well Drilling
Serving the area for
more than 100 years.

Drilling • Well Abandonment
Pump Sales & Service

Shop (507) 362-4323
Mark Bemis (507) 267-4456
Brian Bemis (507) 685-2140

MN South Lake Region LifeEnterprise, November 25, 2021 • 7

CLASSIFIED ADS
Cars & Trucks
$$ PAID UP TO $3,500 for repairable vehicles/junkers. Immediate pickup. Proudly serving your area. Locally owned
and operated. Flatbed or wrecker service. 952-220-TOWS
(8697), Open 7 days a week. Licensed / bonded / insured.

Storage
MINI STORAGE: New Prague
Mini Storage, new facility, secure access 24/7, video surveillance, lighted and fenced, temperature controlled spaces
available.
Starting
at
$43/month. Call 952-758-7819.
w w w. s e l f s t o r a g e n e w p r a guemn.com.

Help Wanted

Services

Services

WE CAN customize your wedding invitations, save the dates,
programs and other items for
your special day. We can also
print your camera ready files.
Stop in or call Monday-Friday
SCHEFFLER ELECTRIC, Inc. 8:30am to 4:30pm 952-758serving the area for 30 years. 4435, New Prague office.
Mark Scheffler Master Electri- AFFORDABLE COURT Plans cian, licensed, bonded, insured. Save! debt relief agency. Bankscheff@bevcomm.net, 952-758- ruptcy $956*, Divorce/Custody
3561, New Prague.
$570*, Criminal/DUI starts
$330*. *Court fees additional.
SKLUZACEK TREE Movers,
612-326-3300.
LLC. Residential tree trimming
and removal. Clearing CRP, PLUMBING... ALL needs,
fence lines, drainage ditches, Sump Pumps, New, remodel /
land and lots. Stump grinding. repair, water heaters. Licensed
Full line of equipment for your bonded, insured Master Plumber. KZ Plumbing, Kevin Zvanoprojects. Call Dan, 952-393- vec, www.kzplumbing.net, 6124125.
328-7808.
ELECTRIC MOTOR Sales and
repair. Stocking full line of motors. Baldor and Dayton. Capacitors, bearings and brushes.
Stasney Electric, 952-758-2546.

WHEN IN doubt, check it out!
This publication is not responsible for the specific content of
our classified ads. Before investing your hard-earned money in an employment opportunity or any business opportunity
with which you are unfamiliar,
please call the Better Business
Bureau at 651-699-1111 or visit:
www.mnd.bbb.org.

Wanted
YOUR AD! Classifieds in print
and online really do work. Call,
fax or e-mail your ad today. 952758-4435, fax: 952-758-4135; email: classifieds@
newpraguetimes.com.
PAYING CASH for guns, rifles,
shotguns, handguns, vintage
knives, old and new ammunition in the box and military
items, Bruce, 612-232-4686.

Music
IF YOU are offering piano, guitar, drum or voice lessons, place
an ad to fill your openings. Call
952-758-4435.

For Sale

For Rent
MONTGOMERY RENTALS 1
BR smoke free apartment open
December! Rent from $645 per
month plus electric. Month to
month leases, deposit pay plans
and free applications! 612-9192773 or 507-451-8524 www.lifestyleinc.net, tdd 507-451-0704.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

OFFICE SUPPLIES in stock or
place an order! Black and white
Real Estate
or color copies and laminating.
Home Improvement Suel Printing Co. 200 Main St.
E, New Prague, 952-758-4435, FARMLAND FOR sale and
awann@suelprinting.com. Mon- wanted. Call Randy Kubes, ReHUTCHINS
SIDING
and
altor at 612-599-7440.
Windows LLC, gutters, exterior day - Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm.
repairs, storm damage. Over 40
years experience. No job too
small. Father/son, Bruce 612232-4686, Will 612-232-4689.

Garage Sales
PRINT AND Internet! Get both
newspaper and internet coverage when you place your classified ad in this publication. Call
952-758-4435 or e-mail: classifieds@newpraguetimes.com.
newpraguetimes.com.
ESTATE SALE November 27 &
28, 8am-5pm 200 Ash Ave. W,
Montgomery. Household items,
garage items, bedroom set, dining room set, air compressor,
Kimball piano.

LIGHT CUSTODIAL age 55+
workers needed for part time
custodial work at the rest areas
on 35 near New Market and
Faribault. Contact Green View
at 651-639-1913.

BLACK FRIDAY Special Friday, November 26 and Saturday, November 27. Everything
50% off sale, includes entire
store. Like us on Facebook!
Hands of Friendship Thrift
Store, 1 mile east of New
Prague on Hwy. 13/19. 952-7585114.

Livestock-Horses

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
W-E-M BOARD OF EDUCATION
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
Monday, October 25, 2021, 6 p.m.
The WEM Board of Education met in regular session on Monday,
October 25, 2021 at the Waterville Building. The meeting was
called to order by Board Chairman Gary Michael at 6:03 p.m.
Board Members Jon Bakken, Travis Bowman, Michael, June
Rezac, and Jay Schneider attended the meeting. Also present at the
meeting were Superintendent Joel Whitehurst, Principal Dr. Jennifer Wilson, and Business Manager Margaret Jewison.
Motion by Schneider and seconded by Bowman to approve the
agenda. Five members voted in favor - motion declared passed.
Motion by Michael and seconded by Bakken to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from September 27, 2021. Five members
voted in favor - motion declared passed.
Motion by Bowman and seconded by Schneider to approve the
September Finance Report. The bills and payroll from the report
were $1,440,290.40, deposits were $953,346.42, and transfers were
$2,228,000. Comments on the report included a payment of $12,201
to SFM for one fourth of the workers’ compensation premium, a
payment of $2,281.58 to Southwest Metro Educational Cooperative
for special education tuition, a payment of $784.08 to Trinity
Lutheran School for non-public supplies, a payment of $8,506.00 to
AIM Electronics, Inc. for scoreboard score panels, deposit of
$3,032 from football gate receipts for the Medford football game,
and interest deposits of $21,029.79, $51.79, and $629.97 from the
Minnesota School District Liquid Asset Fund - Building Account.
Five members voted in favor - motion declared passed.
VISITOR COMMENTS
Ruth Ann Olson, high school teacher for the past 34 years, spoke
with the board about concerns she has with a number of items including students behavior, having an individual trained to deal with
behavior issues, too large class sizes in some classrooms, the possibility of adding Dean of Students or Assistant Principal.
Motion by Schneider and seconded by Bowman to approve monetary donation. The donation was: $2,500 from Kamp Dels to the
athletic department. Five members voted in favor - motion declared
passed.
REPORTS
WEM Principal Bobbie Jo Bastian and WEM Principal Dr.
Jennifer Wilson presented the following report:
District
• On November 2, we will host our second of three 2-hour late
starts. We are excited to welcome Willow Sweeney from Top 20.
Willow is known nation-wide and thankfully, she’s a Minnesota resident and can meet for a few hours with our staff. Her message will
connect and expand on Kevin Brennen and Kim Campbell’s messages for our previous speaking engagements. All teaching and support staff will be in attendance.
• November 9 will be the end of Quarter 1 and midterm for
Semester 1.
• Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled for November 22-23.
PreK-6 Grade
• All new K-6 staff have had the first of three formal observations.
• We had our first late start Oct. 5 and will have our second late
start next week. The focus of the first was on finalizing norms for
each grade level/department PLC and finalization of at least one
SMART Goal for each team.
• Fall conferences are scheduled for the evenings of Nov. 22-23.
Information for conference sign-up will be shared in the coming
weeks. Conferences will be in person.
• K-4 students had their school photos taken on Oct. 19, 5-8 has
been delayed until Nov. 30.
• K-4 teachers shared a Fire Safety Prevention with students to

recognize Fire Prevention Week. Students who choose are able to
participate in a poster contest as well.
• This week Prairie Fire Theater will be working with WEM students ages 7-15 to put on a production of The Wizard of Oz. Thanks
to Community Ed for bringing this excellent opportunity to our students.
7-12 Grade
• All non-tenured staff have received their first of three formal
observations.
• On November 1 we will be hosting guest speakers at the high
school. Speakers from MN Teen Challenge will be in-house to discuss avoiding substance abuse. In addition they will be talking
about the importance of character, respect, and how decisions made
impact the future. The speakers will share first-hand accounts and
have a positive message for our student body.
• Parent-teacher conferences will be coming up the week of
Thanksgiving. Grades 7-12 will hold conferences in each building’s
gymnasium.
• College and military recruiters have continued to host informational sessions at the high school. All sessions are well attended and
generate great conversation around post-secondary options and experiences.
• Wednesday, Oct. 20 the high school PBIS team hosted a pastry,
coffee, juice reward before school. In addition they hosted a mini
fundraiser allowing students to wear a hat in the building for a dollar.
• Locker installation has been delayed from our previous timeline
of MEA Break.
• Fall activities are coming to a conclusion. Extended congratulations for positive seasons and much growth made to our student-athletes and sincere thank you to our coaches for sharing their time and
talents.
• Future college and career trips/events with students include:
Oct. 29 - College Careers Class/AVID to MSU and SCC (Mankato)
Nov. 4 - juniors will take the ASVAB test at WEM
Nov. 5 - All 9th graders to SCC (Faribault) for Career Navigator
Nov. 17 - Construct Tomorrow Event at Civic Center in the morning and SCC (Mankato) in afternoon, there have been a fair number
of students showing interest in welding program at SCC.
• High school counselor is working on curriculum to target behaviors and place emphasis on working towards goals and completion. The group will hopefully start before winter break.
WEM Activities Director Jeff Boran presented the following report:
Community Services:
• WEM Driver Education class will begin November 1. Currently 25 students are registered for the in-person classroom.
• Prairie Fire Theatre auditions are today with performances of
“The Wizard of Oz” Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday at 1 p.m.
Activities:
• WEM/JWP Cross Country - The Section Meet will be held Friday, Oct. 29 in Blue Earth at Riverside Country Club. The Grizzly
boys and girls won the Gopher Conference Cross Country Meet in
New Richland on Tuesday, Oct. 19. Congratulations to the Grizzly
CC teams.
• The WEM varsity volleyball team is playing their last regular
season game tonight vs. Maple River. They will play Blue Earth
Area at home Oct. 28 in the Section 2AA South Sub-Section Quarterfinals. The Bucs are the No. 1 seed in the South Sub-Section. If
they advance the Sub-Section and Section dates are as follows: Nov.
1 at Mankato East, Nov. 4 at New Prague, and Nov. 6 at St. Peter.
State volleyball will be four days after adding a 4th class. Nov. 1013 at Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.
• The WEM varsity football team ended their regular season this
past week with a 3-5 record. The Bucs travel to Blue Earth Oct. 26
for the Section 2AA Quarterfinal game. The Bucs are the 6th seed.
If they advance the following dates would be possibilities: Oct. 30

at high seed, Nov. 5 at JWP High School, State Football Nov. 12 at
Hastings High School, Nov. 19 at US Bank Stadium, and Nov. 26 at
US Bank Stadium.
• Winter seasons - Girls basketball may begin practices Monday,
Nov. 15. Boys basketball and wrestling practices begin Nov. 22. Coop activities with Waseca include girls hockey which begins Nov. 1,
girls gymnastics which begins Nov. 8, and boys hockey which begins Nov. 15.
WEM Board Member Reports
There were no reports given.
WEM Board Committee Reports
• The Negotiations Committee will meet Nov. 3 and Communications Committee will meet Nov. 9.
WEM Superintendent Joel Whitehurst presented the following:
• Whitehurst said there has been one student case of COVID and
one teacher case of COVID. He also discussed how meetings should
be handled in the future. There was an agreement to have the meetings on-line the night of the meeting, taped, and put on website the
following day.
Information/Discussion
• The Minnesota School Board Association Conference will be
held January 13 and 14, 2022. Contact Pegi Wolff if attending.
• The City of Elysian is interested in taking over the tennis court
and little league baseball field by the Elysian School. The Elysian
Little League has plans to upgrade both fields to meet little league
standards. No action was taken on this request. A meeting with
Schneider and Michael along with Elysian representatives Tom
McBroom and Ryan Knish will be set up.
• The first reading of the following policies: 102-Equal Educational Opportunity, 406-Public and Private Personnel Data, 413-Harassment and Violence, 507-Corporal Punishment
Action
• Motion by Bowman and seconded by Rezac to approve annual
resolution establishing combined polling places. Five members
voted in favor - motion declared passed.
PERSONNEL
Motion by Bakken and seconded by Rezac to approve the following letters of resignation: Cole Long, Custodian, effective Oct.
1, 2021, Kaitlyn Schroer, Paraprofessional, effective Nov. 2, 2021.
Five members voted in favor - motion declared passed.
Motion by Schneider and second by Bakken to approve the letter
of request for family medical leave of absence from Josh Smith, beginning on or around November 30, 2021 and continuing through
Dec. 19, 2021. Five members voted in favor - motion declared
passed.
Motion by Bakken and seconded by Bowman to approve the following hires: Debra Lamont, 3-hour Cook, A13/Step 6,
$12.92/hour, Sheryl Reed, Early Childhood Special Education Student Tester, $27.41/hour, Patty Whitehurst, Choices Instructor,
$33.43/hour, Kiri Kerekes, Peer Tutor, $10/hour. Five members
voted in favor - motion declared passed.
Motion by Schneider and seconded by Rezac to approve the following coaches: Boys Basketball: 1st Assistant - Dan Forcelle,
$3,761 and 2nd Assistant - Jason Roemhildt, $3,004, Girls Basketball: 1st Assistant - Dan Lemcke, $3,761, 2nd Assistant - Jared
LaFrance, $3,004, and Junior High - David Schuster, $2,261,
Wrestling: 1st Assistant - Mike Richards, $3,761. Five members
voted in favor - motion declared passed.
Motion by Schneider and seconded by Bakken to adjourn the
meeting at 7:06 p.m. Five members voted in favor - motion declared
passed.
Gary Michael, Attest
Jay Schneider, Attest
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Montgomery’s Torchlight
Parade and Fireworks is
December 2
Wade Young
wade@montgomerymnnews.com

Montgomery’s
annual
Torchlight Parade and Fireworks celebrates its 29th anniversary this holiday season
on Thursday, Dec. 2. According to organizers, plans are
underway to make it bigger
and better than ever.
“This event has become
the kick-off to the holiday
season, and is a highlight
for the City of Montgomery
and surrounding communities,” said committee member Anita Rynda. “If you like
the lights, a great parade,
and fireworks choreographed
to holiday music, this is the
place to be!”
The parade, which lasts
about 45 minutes, will start
on First Street at Boulevard
Avenue and head south. It
will end at the Montgom-

ery Library (corner of First
Street and Oak Avenue).
Participating in the parade
this year will be the musical
groups of the Schell’s Hobo
Quartet, Lakeland Chorus,
TCU High School Drumline, the Klondike Kates,
and the MHRS Singing Angels.
Also performing in the
parade will be The Amazing
Hoopsters and the TCU Titan Dance Team.
Riding the lead float will
be Wendoli Castenda-Gonzalez the TCU Montgomery
fifth grader who designed
this year’s commemorative
button. Joining her will be
TCU second graders Wyatt
Harms and Chloe Hart as
the Junior Grand Marshals
who were chosen in a random drawing.
Back again before the
parade will be Santa’s Reindeer located near the intersection of Vine Avenue and
First Street, between American Family Insurance and
Frandsen Bank and Trust.
“It is rumored that Santa

will be there as well (5 to 7
p.m.), so it may be a good
photo opportunity for the
youngsters,” said Neaner
Kriha, one of the event’s organizers.
The fireworks show will
take place one block south
of the library starting at approximately 7:30 p.m.
Many local businesses
and organizations will provide food and refreshments
on the parade route. Anyone
interested in participating in
the parade or being a sponsor can contact Kriha at
507-364-5408, or Jake Keohen at jake.keohen@respyro.com.
For more information,
look for the ad in this week’s
issue of the Messenger or
check out the “Montgomery
Torchlight Parade & Fireworks” Facebook page. Kriha added the event wouldn’t
be possible without the support of all the wonderful and
generous sponsors.
“Without them, this fulfilled event would not happen,” she said.

Donation celebrates Dehn’s Waterville roots

Photo courtesy of June Rezac

Carol Wobschall, whose family donated an Adolph Dehn print to the Waterville Library, poses with members of the local Genealogy Club. Pictured (left to right): Wobschall, Deb Atherton, Sally Olson (seated), Charlene Roemhildt (seated), Dianne Walther, and Carollea Gilomen.
A print of Adolph Dehn’s
“Midcentury
Manhattan”
was hung at the Waterville
Public Library on Saturday,
Nov. 20. The print was donated to the local library by
the Carol Powell Wobschall
Family as a tribute to the
international artist’s roots in
the Waterville area.

Carol Wobschall is a
former Waterville Library
branch supervisor.
Members of the local Genealogy Club attended the
small ceremony that was
held to recognize the hanging
of the print and relayed information about the location of
Dehn’s residence in Water-

ville and other details about
his life while he lived in the
area.
The book “Adolf Dehn” by
Philip Eliasoph is available
for check out at the Waterville
Public Library. The book details more information about
Dehn and his work.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 27
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. *Indicates business opens at 9 a.m.

1. *Main Street Venue
❆ Barns & Bloom
❆ Benzie Crafts
❆ Brittany King Photography

2. Up Town Cuts
❆ The Back Porch- Crafts
❆ One Handed Baker- Baked
goods, edible cookie dough,
fudge, Handmade Wooden items

Santa
Claus
10-1

3. *The Thirsty Beaver
❆ Designs By Dad and I
4. The American Legion
❆ Tre Chic Boutique
❆ Randeneyes Plant accessories, Essential oils
❆ Norwex
❆ Mary Kay
❆ Tamara Thayer Books

5. Trail Side Trims
❆ Crafts and spa items
6. The Coop
7. *The Rusty Flamingo
❆ Various vendors
8. Tourism Center
❆ Hazard Harmony

Shop 20+ vendors & small businesses
Find unique gifts at great prices!

NOVEMBER 29

November 26
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$ OFF Any Gift $ OFF Any Gift
Subscription!
Subscription!

Give the Gift
that Keeps
on Giving!
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Walk In or Call!

THE NEW PRAGUE
TIMES

200 Main St. E.
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-4435

www.newpraguetimes.com

Fri. 8:30am-4:30pm

Montgomery
Messenger

310 First St. S.
Montgomery, MN 56069
507-364-8601

www.montgomerymnnews.com
Fri. Closed

(Contact New Prague office)

LifeEnterprise

115 South Third St.
Waterville, MN 56096
507-362-4495

www.watervillemnnews.com
Fri. 8:30am-Noon

(Contact New Prague office after noon)

Black Friday Hours
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Subscription!

Give the Gift
that Keeps
on Giving!
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ONLINE ORDERS ONLY
NO PHONE CALLS OR WALK-INS

THE NEW PRAGUE TIMES
Montgomery Messenger
LifeEnterprise

www.newpraguetimes.com
www.montgomerymnnews.com
www.watervillemnnews.com

